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HONG KONG, MACAU AND SINGAPORE —  
VISIT BY MINISTER FOR SPORT AND RECREATION 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.10 pm]: I rise to advise the house 
that from 25 to 31 October 2010, I undertook a visit to Hong Kong, Macau and Singapore. I was accompanied on 
the visit by Mr Barry Felstead, chief executive officer of the Burswood Entertainment Complex; Mr Richard 
Burt, chief executive officer of Racing and Wagering Western Australia; and Mr Jon Nichols, my racing and 
gaming policy adviser. For the Singapore leg, I was also accompanied by Mr Ron Alexander, the Director 
General of the Department of Sport and Recreation. Our racing, wagering, casino and sporting facilities provide 
significant business, social and revenue outcomes for our community, but we no longer operate in a vacuum. It is 
now more important than ever that we understand and learn from our international competitors. South-East Asia 
has a history of providing innovation and strong competition and, as minister, I consider it important that we in 
Western Australia are able to measure ourselves against this competition and learn from their ideas. 

With this in mind, I visited facilities and spoke to industry leaders in Hong Kong, Macau and Singapore. Hong 
Kong and Singapore are leaders in the international racing scene, and our interest was centred on visiting their 
racing facilities and discussing mutual issues and opportunities relating to racing and race wagering. In terms of 
casino tourism, Macau and Singapore lead the world in casino resort development and are major competitors to 
Burswood Casino in the international casino tourism business. In particular, the two new casino resort 
developments in Singapore are now operating on our doorstep, and each presents significant competition to 
Burswood and our local tourism industry. Also in Singapore, the opportunity was taken to meet with key 
Singaporean sports officials and to receive a briefing on the development of sports facilities. I found the visit 
extremely informative and I thank each of our hosts for the frank and open exchange of views and for the 
enthusiasm with which they accepted me and my group. 

I now table a report of the visit. 

[See paper 3227.] 
 


